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The Church and 
Nuclear Weapons 


Can the Church contribute to world disorder and 
destruction? Such a thought, or suggestion, seems 
unthinkable, but, if the Church is led into positions 
which are contrary to Christian teaching and which 
play into the hands of those forces working for the 
destruction of all that the Church stands for, then 
unwittingly, but none the less truly, the Church 
can find herself in the unhappy position of having 
contributed to the very thing she should have stood 
against with every fiber of her being. 


On the day following the opening of the World 
Council in Evanston, news-commentator Paul Har- 
vey alerted his radio audience to watch for a sig- 
nificant development—would the World Council be 
maneuvered into taking 
the H-bomb ? 


a stand against the use of 


From the viewpoint of humanitarianism one can 
well see how some good people would unthinkingly 
vote for such a resolution. But, those thoroughly 
aware of the world know that the out- 
lawing of nuclear weapons is more wanted by Rus- 


situation 


sia and the world-wide Communist conspiracy than 
anything else, for then the entire world would be 


at the mercy of the Communists. 


But for the fact that we discovered the A-bomb 
first and have carried this knowledge on to the 
development of the H-bomb, there is every reason to 
believe that Russia would have already completely 
overrun Europe and all of Asia. Our possession of 
this weapon, and our potential willingness to use 
it, has been the one outstanding deterrent to even 
more devastating Russian aggressions. 
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And now the press reports that a great Church 
organization has voted to outlaw this one thing the 
free world holds which gives it, militarily speaking, 
an advantage. 

We do not 
Christian maintaining of peace, 
which led the overwhelming majority at the World 
Council to vote for this resolution. 


either the motives, or the 
concern for the 


question 


But, we seriously question their judgment and 
we heartily distrust that handful of men who work- 
ed behind the scenes to bring such a resolution be- 
fore the Council, for they were either dupes or wil- 
ful agents of a subversive ideology. 


This is in no sense a denunciation of the World 
Council. We prayed daily for the meetings and we 
hoped that out of that meeting would come a ring- 
ing testimony for Christian truth. Our hopes were 
not fully “united 


front’’ makes necessary a compromise on the facts of 


realized, for the very desire for a 


Christianity. But, we are most earnestly taking issue 
with the reported action of the World Council with 
reference to the outlawing of the one weapon which 
at the present time is helping to maintain the free 
world’s stand against Communism. 

For a similar 
tested against the 
terians,”’ 


reason we have vigorously 
so-called “Letter to Presby- 
issued by the General Council of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church and later approved 
by that General 


pro- 


(although we are in- 
formed by men who were at that General Assembly 
that the average commissioner had not the remotest 


Assembly, 


idea he was approving this letter). Our objection 
to the letter is its demand that we sit down at the 
conference table with the Communists and negotiate 
with them, something earnestly desired by the Com- 
munists and something which they 


from always 


emerge the victors. 

Yes, it is perfectly possible for Church Councils 
and meetings to contribute to world disorder and 
destruction if they are led into positions which can 
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ot be sustained by either the Scriptures or Chris- 
tian realism, 


The Bible nowhere condones slapping the wrist 
‘f a criminal nor does it advise Christians to tem- 
orize with the avowed enemies of God and His 
Church, and yet that is exactly what we are doing. 


There is no moral difference between shooting 
1 man with a rifle or pulverizing him with a bomb 
xplosion. War is a horrible thing, but submission 
to evil is worse. In our desire for peace we need to 
distinguish between right and wrong. Nowhere does 
the Bible tell us to surrender to the Devil. It is 
true that our Lord said: “But whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also,’ 
but, when He was smitten, He said, “Jf I have 
spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, 
why smitest thou me?” He refused to accept the im- 
plication of sin involved. 


The Western world is full of sin, but at least it 
offers those unde its control the right to openly and 
freely worship God. Shall we use these very free- 
doms to advocate measures which would surely lead 
to their destruction? 


Never has a sinning and lost world needed more 
than right now the assuring and transforming mes- 
sage of the Christ of the Bible—the Gospel of the 
Bible. And yet, often the Church is being 
maneuvered into taking positions and making pro- 
nouncements which are a far cry from that which 
is her appointed task. 


too 


“The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso 
putteth his trust in the Lord is safe.” 


“They that forsake the law praise the wicked: 


but such as keep the law contend with them.” 


—L.N.B. 


Montreat And 
Desegregation 





The Presbyterian Outlook, in its issue of August 
30th, takes strong exception to the recent action of 
the Trustees with reference to desegregation and 
Montreat. 


Because of the importance of the matter the 


Board of Directors asked the Trustees, a much 
larger group, to bring in a recommendation for 
study and action. 

A special Committee was appointed by Dr. C. 


Grier Davis, the Chairman, composed of men of 





varying viewpoints, and this Committee studied the 
question, went into its many implications and came 
in to the Trustees with a unanimous report. 


This report was carefully evaluated by the Trus- 
tees and finally passed unanimously by them. 


This action shows a depth of understanding, a 
sympathy for all concerned, and a realistic Christian 
spirit which is greatly needed at this time. 


In view of the fact that the action was unanimous 
and that it represents the composite thinking of a 
large group of widely known, hichly respected and 
deeply consecrated men—both ministers and lay- 
men — the criticism voiced in The Presbyterian 
Outlook is surprising. 


Here is the problem: 


Adult 


Assembly 


Negroes are entertained at the General 
and the various conferences on a non- 
segregated basis, and have been for several years. 


The question has to do solely with what is wisest 
with reference to young people, both Negro and 
white. 


This Summer some 65 or 70 Negro young people 
Snedecor Memorial Synod, and elsewhere, 
were employed at Montreat. At the same time 
probably one hundred or more young white people 
were also employed. 


trom 


If Negro delegates are accepted for the Young 
People’s Leadership School, and unrestricted social 
relationships between the Negro and white delegates 
is permitted, as is insisted on by some, then there is 
no Christian way to refuse similar unrestricted so- 
cial relationships for all of the Negro and white 
young people employed in Montreat. 


Is the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. pre- 
pared to place its approval upon such a situation 
in Montreat? We believe that the General Assem- 
bly, if confronted with this specific problem, would 
overwhelmingly vote to sustain the action of the 
Trustees. 


We believe that the Trustees of Montreat have 
been eminently Christian in their viewpoint and 
action. To have done otherwise would have been to 
set a pattern not being followed in any of our con- 
gregations. More than that, it could well do great 
harm to Montreat and to the cause of truly Chris- 
tian relations we all are so anxious to maintain. 
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Analysis Of The 





Proposed Plan Of Union 


By Randolph B. Lee 
Patrick, S. C. 


Additional copies available from THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, WEAVERVILLE, N. ¢ 


Preamble; This analysis will only discuss the por- 
tions of “The Plan” which deal with the phases 
of Church Government mostly affecting the laymen 
of our Church. 


Two years ago | prepared such an analysis on 
the October 1952 edition of the Plan, and as no 
really important changes have been made by the 
Committee on Union since that time, many portions 
of this article may seem familiar to readers of my 
earlier article. But I assure all my readers that a 
most careful check has been made of the latest edi- 
tion of “The Plan’; and if anything herein seems 
a repetition of an earlier statement, that is because 
the matter listed is still a part of the Plan of Union. 


I. CONCURRENT DECLARATIONS 


No important changes have been made in this 
section of the Plan. And it still contains in plain 
words the two danger signals which appeared in 
the 1952 Plan. 


(a) Provision for Changes 


In paragraph 1, of this section we find the fol- 
lowing: “These concurrent declarations constitute 
and shall always have the effect of being a solemn 
contract by the three Churches and as being bind- 
ing upon the Presbyterian Church of the United 
States, except as provided for in Concurrent Declar- 
ation 15, 


When we look at C. D. 15 we are referred to 
Chapter 36, Section 2 (1) of the Form of Govern- 
ment, and there we find that any provision con- 
tained in this, so-called solemn and binding contract 
can be changed or stricken out, at any time in the 
future, by an approving vote of 2/3 of all the Pres- 
byteries in the New Church. Now, remember this, 
if this Union goes through, our Southern Church 
will have only 21% of the Presbyteries in the New 
Church. Therefore what possible value can any pro- 
visions which may be set up in these Concurrent 
Declarations have for us, when they can be changed 
at any time in spite of our opposition. 


(b) The Blank-Check Plan 


Read Concurrent Declaration 6 over carefully 
and see if you don’t agree with me, that if we adopt 
this incomplete Plan, it will be exactly like our 
signing a blank check and handing it to the U.S.A. 
Church. This plan settles no questions about the 
mergers of our various Boards and Church organi- 
zations. It settles no questions about what will hap- 
pen to our various Synods and Presbyteries. All of 


PAGE 4 





at $1.00 ber hundred post paid 


these tremendously important things are left to the 
care of a committee which is to be set up, not now, 
when we still have control of our own church; but 
after the Union has been consummated; after our 
Church has passed out of the picture; after we have 
lost every measure of control over our own property 
and have only a 19% representation in the General 
Assembly which will proceed to dispose of all the 
agencies and institutions of our Church. Do you 
want me to tell you what will happen? That’s easy 
to see all control of the Boards and Agencies, all 
disposition of the funds of our Church, in fact all 
management of everything which is now ours, will 
move to New York City. 


Il. THe SupPLEMENTAL COVENANT 
AND AGREEMENT 


This section starts with a benign statement that 
until May 15th of the year after Union is ratified 
by the Three General Assemblies, any particular 
Church under the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States or of the United Pres- 
byterian Church of North America—may decide to 
remain outside of the United Church, 


Then the plan goes on to prescribe the method of 
calling the necessary congregational meeting; the 
quorum (one-third of communicant members in 
good and regular standing) ; 
which the vote shall be taken. 


and the question upon 


Then we find the first “joker.” “If three-fourths 
of those present and voting, vote ‘Yes,’ this particu- 
lar church will be allowed to become independent, 
and to take with it its property.” 


Now here is the second “joker.” In paragraph 
No. 4+ we find—‘Any person of the unsuccessful 
side may protest the regularity of the call, or the 
conduct of, or the vote taken at the meeting.” 


| have three (3) pertinent comments to make 
about the above “Benign Proposal,” although | 
very much suspect that the gentlemen who framed 
it had “their tongues in their cheeks” when they 
were planning it. 


First, The property of an individual Church in 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.) belongs in fee 
simple to the congregation of the church, and is not 
in the gift of these generous gentlemen. 


Second, Why did these very clever church plan- 
ners retain the ““Three-Fourths” rule for the thurch 
wanting out of the union, when in the New Church 
they only require a ‘““Two-Thirds” vote for such a 
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vitally important thing as a change in the “Con- 
ssion of Faith,” or the Larger or Shorter Cate- 
ism? 


~ 


Third, Why do they provide a wide open door to 
jissension and strife in the congregation by provid- 
g that one dissatisfied church member on the les- 
g side may throw the whole question ‘nto the 
resbytery, and from the resulting wrangling prob- 
ibly split the congregation wide open? 


Let us look calmly at this picture. A church with 
00 members must have 100 at the meeting to have 
a quorum, (U.S. Book of Church Order Par. 160, 
says the quorum for the above congregation would 
be one-tenth or 30 And _ seventy-five 

75) members have to vote yes in order to keep 
their church out of the union. Now look at this! 
The vote of twenty-six members can keep the whole 
church in the union. Also if 75 or more vote to 
stay out one hard loser can cause an endless round 
of argument, which in the end can easily destroy 
the whole Church. 


~~ 


members ). 


The proponents of Union say that this Plan pro- 
vides for the coming together of three churches to 
form a New Church. And | say that the Plan pro- 
vides for the absorption by the Northern Presby- 
terian Church of our Southern Presbyterian Church 
and the United Presbyterian Church. And as proof 
of this statement | point to Section | of this supple- 
mental covenant and agreement. 


Why is the same right to withdraw from the 
Union not extended to the congregations in the 
Northern Church (U.S.A.)? Surely, if we are all 
three going in to make a New Church, all three 
should be treated alike. Don’t fool yourselves, my 
friends, there will be no New Church! We will 
wind up with a swollen, enlarged Northern Pres- 
byterian Church (U.S.A.), made so by their having 
swallowed up our Church, and the United Church. 
Ill. THe Rutinc E_per ANp THE 
Deacon IN THe New CHURCH 


would like to quote 


Church (U.S.) Book of 


In starting this section | 
from the Presbyterian 
Church Order: 

Par. +1.—‘“These Ruling Elders possess the same 
authority and eligibility to office in the Courts of 
the Church as the Ministers of the Word, or 
Teaching Elders.”’ 

From a careful reading of the “Form of Govern- 
ment” in this New Plan, one thing stands out 
clearly. In the New Church, the Ruling Elder will 
not possess the same authority as the Minister. In 
fact the Ruling Elder will possess very little au- 
thority at all. Every effort seems to have been made 
to belittle the office of ruling elder, and to magnify 
the office of “Bishop or Minister.” 

I will quote from various sections, giving each 
time the chapter and paragraph for reference, and 
‘commenting briefly as it seems necessary. 

Chap. 7 (2)—‘“Church Officers—The ordinary 
ind perpetual officers in the Church are Bishops 
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or Ministers, and the representatives of the people, 
who are Ruling Elders and Deacons.” 


Chap. 9 (2)—“These ruling elders, when elected 
thereto, sit and vote in the judicatories of the Church 
with the same authority as do ministers of the Word, 
and likewise may be elected to office therein.” 


Note: The underscored words have been added 
in the 1954 edition of the Plan. And while this does 
improve the position of the Ruling Elder in this 
particular instance, it does not remove the marked 
line of difference between the Ruling Elder and 
the Minister which has been so clearly drawn 
throughout the Plan. 


Chap. 9 (3)—Ruling Elders can be men or 
women. “They should be persons of wisdom and dis- 
cretion.” 


Chap. 10 (2)—Deacons can be men or women. 
‘To the office of Deacon shall be chosen persons of 
spiritual mind, etc.” 


Chap. 11 (3)—The Church Session.—“In cases 
of sickness or absence of the Pastor, the approval 
of the Pastor having been first obtained, the session 
may convene and elect one of their members to 
preside.” 


Chap. 11 (4)—The Session of a Vacant Church. 
~The moderator of the session shall be either the 

minister appointed for that purpose by the Pres- 
bytery, or one of the same Presbytery invited by 
the session to preside on a particular occasion. Only 
when it is impracticable to procure the attendance 
of such a moderator, may the session of a vacant 
church elect one of its own members to preside, 
except in judicial cases when a minister of the same 
presbytery shall preside.” 

What an exceedingly low opinion the authors of 
this plan must have of the intelligence, judgment 
and ability of the Ruling Elders. Evidently they do 
not consider that our Ruling Elders have the abil- 
ity to transact the business of our churches, unless 
they are guided by a Minister. 


Chap. 11 (12)—‘‘Whenever . . . the Presbytery 
of jurisdiction shall determine that the session of a 
particular church is unable or unwilling to manage 
wisely the affairs of the church, the Presbytery may 
appoint a commission composed of Ministers and 
Ruling Elders, with the full power of a session. 
This Commission shall take the place of the exist- 
ing Session, which shall cease to act until such time 
as the Presbytery shall determine otherwise.” 


Here we have the means whereby a refractory 
church can be whipped into line, and forced to com- 
ply with any policy which may be advocated. 


Chap. 15 (2)—‘“The government of the Church 
is representative, and the right of God’s people to 
elect their officers is inalienable. Therefore no man 
can be placed over a church in any permanent office 
without the election, or at least the consent of the 


Church,” 
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Note the play on the word permanent above. The 
U. S. Book of Church Order says “Any Office.” 
This word permanent was evidently inserted here 
to undergird the unusual and extreme action pro- 
vided for in Chapter 11 (12). 


Chap. 17 (2)—Congregational Meeting. “If 
there is no Pastor, the moderator of the Session 
appointed by the Presbytery, or a Minister of the 
same Presbytery appointed by him shall preside.” 


U. S. Book of Church Order says: “The Session 
shall appoint one of their number to preside.” 


Chap. 21 (2)—‘“When a church is convened for 
the election of a Pastor, the moderator of the Ses- 
sion, or some other minister of the same Presbytery 
appointed by him shall preside.” 


Chap. 22 (6) 3—The Ordination of a Minister. 
Then the presiding minister and after him all the 
Ministers of the Presbytery, shall take him by the 
right hand saying: We give you the right hand of 
fellowship to take part in this ministry with us.” 


U. S. Book of Church Order says, “All the mem- 
bers of the Presbytery—”’ 


or 


Chap. 22 (11)—“In the installation of a minis- 
ter previously ordained, a ruling elder, who is 
moderator of the Presbytery may preside, address- 
ing the constitutional questions to the minister and 
to the church, and then pronouncing the pastoral 
relationship established.” 


Is this paragraph an oversight on the part of the 
authors of the Plan, or is it just a beneficent pat 
on the back for the ruling elders, because of the 
important task of ordaining the new Minister has 
already been handled correctly by the ministers of 
the Presbytery? 


Chap. 26 3-c—‘“In case the Moderator of any 
Judicatory, above the Church Session, shall be a 
ruling elder, he may open the next meeting with 
an address; but any acts, appropriate only to an 
ordained minister of the Gospel, shall be performed 
by a Minister appointed by such Ruling Elder.” 


IV. Some ImMporTANT CHANGES 
In THE Form Or GovERNMENT 


Chap. 14-4—Commissioners to General Assembly 
—“Each Presbytery consisting of not more than 
six thousand ministerial and communicant mem- 
bers, shall elect one minister and one ruling elder; 
and each Presbytery consisting of more than six 
thousand members, shall elect one minister and one 
ruling elder for each additional six thousand, or 
fraction thereof not less than three thousand.” 


This really means that a Presbytery gets one 
minister and one elder representative if it has less 
than nine thousand members. More than nine thou- 
sand and less than fifteen thousand it gets two 
each, and so on. 


Let’s see what this rule would do to the repre- 
sentation in the General Assembly from the Synod 
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of South Carolina. And remember that it woul 
do the same thing to every other Synod of ou: 
church. 
SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
No. Comm. Comm. 


Presbytery Members at present under plar 

Bethel 8770 6 2 

Charleston 4710 + 2 

Congaree 6684 + 2 

Enoree 10115 6 + 

Harmony 5614 4 2 

Pee Dee 6661 4 2 

Piedmont 4892 + 2 

So. Car. 6229 4 2 
Totals 36 18 


I have computed the change for each Synod by 
Presbyteries, but lack of space prevents a complete 
listing, however the total for our Church is quite 
startling. All of our Presbyteries now send about 
440 Commissioners to our General Assembly, under 
the Plan this number would be reduced to 260. 


Right here at this point I would like to give some 
comparisons to show where our Southern Church 
would stand in the, so-called, New Church. 

No. Per No Per 
Church Syn. Cent Pres Cent 


No.Com. Per 
toG.A. Cent 
U.S.A. |38 58% |259 66%! 946 71% 
U. S. 16 25% 84 21%) 260 19% 
United 1] 17% 51 13% 118 10% 
Totals 65 100% | 394 100% | 1324 100% 


Chap. 35. 1—Full Organic Union With Another 
Church. 











This requires “The approval in writing of Two- 
Thirds of all the Presbyteries.” 


Note: That the historic Three-Fourths approval 
has been lowered to only Two-Thirds. 


Chap. 36. 2—Amendments to the Confession of 
Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, re- 
quire ““The approval of two-thirds of all the Pres- 
byteries.”” 


Chap. 36. 3—Amendments to the Book of Church 
Order require, ‘““The approval in writing of a ma- 
jority of all the Presbyteries.” 


V. CHURCH PROPERTY 


The only reference to the property of a particular 
church in our U. S. Book of Church Order is found 
in paragraph 164, and this refers to a church that 
has ceased to exist. It is the generally accepted 
policy in our Presbyterian Church (U. S.) that 
each individual church owns and manages its church 
property as the congregation shall so direct, with- 
out any help or advice from any Church Court or 
agency. 

This proposed Plan of Union is, however cut 
from a different pattern. Their ideas on this sub- 
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ect are very clearly expressed, and are very easy 
to understand. 


The following paragraph would, if adopted, really 
lock the door. 


Chap. 34. 11—‘‘A particular church shall not sell, 
mortgage, or lease any of its real property used in 
connection with the work of the church, except in 
consultation with the Presbytery of Jurisdiction.” 


If you do not think that the above paragraphs 
from the Plan of Union can have a sinister mean- 
ing for your individual church just look up the 
record of what this same Presbyterian Church 
U. S. A.) did to some individual churches which 
belonged to the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
prior to the union of that church with the Presby- 
terian Church (U. S. A.) about the turn of the 
century. There are cases of record where the United 
Church went into the Civil Courts, took away the 
Church buildings from the congregations which 
built them, locked them up and’ allowed them to 
rot down unused, This is the church with which 
we will have to deal in case of Union. 


VI. Book OF DIscIPLINE 


I shall not go into this section in great detail, but 
only want to point out a few dangerous changes 
from our own Book of Discipline. 


Chap. | (1)—Definition—‘“Discipline is the or- 
derly exercise of that authority, and the application 
of those principles and laws, which the Church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ has derived from the Word 
of God, and has appointed for the instruction, train- 
ing and control of its members, officers, congrega- 
tions, and judicatories.”’ 


The Presbyterian Church (U. §.) Book of Dis- 


cipline, says: 


Par. 170—‘‘Discipline is the exercise of authority 
given the Church by the Lord Jesus Christ to in- 
struct and guide its members and to promote its 
purity and welfare.” 


You will note that in our U. S. Book of Disci- 
pline nothing is said about Principles and Laws 
appointed by the Church, and nothing is said about 
maintaining control of its members, etc.” 


Chap. 1 (8)—Offense—“An offense is anything 
in the doctrine, principles, or practice of a church 
member, officer or judicatory, which is contrary to 
the Word of God, or to those expositions of its 
teachings as to faith and practice which are con- 
tained in the Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church of the United States. 


Here you have it again and much clearer. If you 
fail or refuse to comply with any precept or rule 
now in, or hereinafter placed in, the Book of Church 
Order, you can be hauled up, charged with an of- 


fense, and kicked out of the Church. 
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VII. SuMMARY 


In the “Introduction” pages 6 to 11 of the 1954 
Edition of the Plan this statement is made—‘“The 
Form of Government of the United Church main- 
tains the historic Presbyterian system of representa- 
tive Government.” After reading this article do you 
believe that the “Historic Presbyterian System” 
has been maintained ? 


DO YOU BELIEVE that it is according to 
Presbyterian Tradition to write a “Solemn and 
Binding Contract,” and to provide in its first para- 
graph a means of breaking this solemn and binding 
contract? 


DO YOU BELIEVE that it is according to 
Presbyterian Tradition to change the rule which 
protected the Church against hurried and ill-thought 
change in Vital Doctrines by reducing that protec- 
tion from three-fourths of all the Presbyteries hav- 
ing to approve, to a lesser number of two-thirds? 


DO YOU BELIEVE that it is according to 
Presbyterian Tradition to allow vital changes in 
Church Doctrine, and Union with other Churches, 
by a vote of two-thirds of the Presbyteries, and 
then to require an individual church which wants 
to stay out of the union to muster a three-fourths 
vote against the union? 


DO YOU BELIEVE that it is according to 
Presbyterian Tradition to strike down the high and 
honorable office of Ruling Elder, to reduce its 
power and to take away its authority? 


DO YOU BELIEVE that it is according to 
Presbyterian Tradition to set aside the Church 
Session duly elected by the congregation and or- 
dained to office, and put outsiders in their place? 


DO YOU BELIEVE that it is according to 
Presbyterian Tradition to write into this Plan of 
Union a provision that one stroke will cut in half 
the number of Commissioners to the General As- 
sembly from each of our Southern Synods? 


DO YOU BELIEVE that it is according to 
Presbyterian Tradition to take away from a particu- 
lar church congregation the control of their church 
property, paid for and lovingly cared for by that 
congregation ? 


DO YOU BELIEVE that it is according to 
Presbyterian Tradition to try a member of our 
church for the refusal or failure to comply with the 
man-made rules in the Book of Church Order; to 
call such refusal or failure an “offense,” and to kick 
that member out of the church? 


My friends, after studying this Pian of Union 
in the light of this article, and in comparison with 
the Constitution of our Southern Presbyterian 
Church, which has been operating successfully for 
ninety-two years, I am positive that you will refuse 
to have anything further to do with it. 


REMEMBER THIS: A vote for this Plan of 
Union means a vote for the destruction of our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 
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There is one provision in the Proposed Plan of 
Union which is so dangerous that it should cause 
every member of our Southern Presbyterian Church 
to vote against union, and this provision is con- 
tained in the duties and power which is given to 
the General Council. We have a General Council 
in our church, but it does not have the responsibility 
nor the power to supervise or direct any of our 
Boards and Agencies in any of their programs. It is 
difficult to believe that anyone would propose to 
give any small group, no matter who or how well 
qualified, the duties and power as outlined for the 
General Council in Chapter 31, page 191 of the 
Plan of Union which | will give exactly as printed. 
The emphasis and comments are my own. 


“1. A General Council is hereby established with 
AUTHORITY and DUTIES as herein specified. 


2. The General Council, subject to the author- 
ity of the General Assembly, sHALL ASSUME AND 
DISCHARGE THE FOLLOWING DUTIES: To SUPERVISE 
THE SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL INTERESTS OF THE 
BOARDS AND AGENCIES OF THE CHURCH; (The 
spiritual and material interests of the Boards and 
Agencies of the Church COVERS EVERYTHING.) to 
CORRESPOND WITH AND ADVISE the General Coun- 
cils of PRESBYTERIES and syNops; (This carries the 
power of the Assembly’s General Council down 
through the Synods and Presbyteries.) to PREPARE 
and SUBMIT annually to the General Assembly 
BUDGETS for the PERMANENT BENEVOLENCE and 
MISSIONARY AGENCIES of the Church; (Any group 
which controls the budgets of the Benevolent and 
Missionary Agencies of the church can control these 
programs by this power of determining the budget 
for their work.) a BUDGET for the General Assem- 
bly; a BuDGET for the General Council; and Bup- 
GETS for all agencies of the General Assembly which 
shall from time to time be established ; to CONSIDER 
between annual meetings of the General Assembly 
cases of serious embarrassment of emergency CON- 
CERNING the BENEVOLENCE and MISSIONARY WORK 
OF THE CHURCH, and TO PROVIDE DIRECT METHODS 


It Is Not Presbyterian 


Pau. D. HAstTINGsS 
REIDSVILLE, 






S. Cc 


OF RELIEF; (This gives the Council power to do 
anything they like with these programs of ou 
church.) to REVIEW, COORDINATE, and promote 1 
a unified plan, ALL THE PROGRAMS OF THE CHURCH 
as proposed by any of the agencies of the Genera 
Assembly and approved by it. (Here is absolut 
power over all the work and programs of the 
church. ) 


3. The General Council, subject to the authorit) 
of the General Assembly, shall also make suitable 
provision for the discharge of such duties as the 
following: 


The coorDINATION of the MISSIONARY and 
BENEVOLENCE PROGRAMS OF THE CHURCH, as pro- 
posed by its boards and agencies; the PROMOTION of 
CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE and STEWARDSHIP 
throughout the Church; the CULTIVATION OF SOUND 
METHODS OF CHURCH FINANCE, THE PROMOTION 
of the PUBLIC RELATIONS of the Church, including 
the uses of radio, motion pictures, television, and 
other such instrumentalities; the PROMOTION and 
DEVELOPMENT of the Church’s OFFICIAL PUBLICA- 
rions; the PLANNING OF THE LONG-RANGE PRO- 
GRAM AND STRATEGY OF THE CHURCH; and the 
DEVELOPMENT IN ALL CONGREGATIONS AS WELL AS 
PRESBYTERIES AND SYNODS OF THE HIGHEST POS- 
SIBLE SPIRITUAL EFFICIENCY. (This gives the Coun- 
cil power to direct every congregation, Presbytery, 
and Synod as to how they should carry on their 
programs and work.) 


4. The General Council shall discharge such 
other duties as the General Assembly shall from 
time to time require and authorize.” 


Certainly no informed member of our church 
would ever vote to give such responsibilities and 
power to any small group because this General 
Council is an unPresbyterian organization, foreign 
to the historic policy of Presbyterianism and cal- 
culated to completely alter the constitutional proces- 
ses of the church. 





World Council Registers 
Differences Between 
Humanistic And New 
Testament Thinking 

In his report on the Main Theme of the Second 
Assembly of the World Council, Bishop Hans Lilje 
points out that the discussions on this matter “the 


conflict between humanistic and New Testament 
thinking have been brought into the open.”” What 
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the Bishop remarked we observed both in the dis- 
cussion on the main theme, on faith and order, and 
on the “responsible society.” These differences came 
out in the question as to whether to be vague or 
clear about the blessed hope of Christ’s Coming in 
glory, whether to think of the Church as only the 
pilgrim people of God or as the body of Christ, 
whether to frame a statement on the responsible 
society from economic principles or from Jesus 
Christ, and whether to speak from general con- 
siderations or from the authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, 
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Dr. Tom Torrance of New College, Edinburgh, 
succeeded, despite sundry efforts to block it, in get- 
ting the following clearcut statement of the Chris- 
tian hope into the statement on the Main theme: 


Because Jesus Christ died and rose again for 
the world and will come again to renew it and 
judge it in His glory and grace, this world is 
anchored to Him in unshakeable hope. He 
rules over all history by the power of His cross 
and resurrection and nothing can pluck this 
world out of His hands. His eternal purpose of 
redemption will be brought to its complete 
consummation, 


In the report received on Evangelism there are sev- 
eral affirmations of like import thus: 


“It is the ministry of the Coming Christ by 
whose mercy and judgment the world is gov- 
erned even now.” “The messenger of the un- 
limited grace of Christ looks towards the con- 
summation of the Kingdom in which His re- 
deeming love shall have achieved its full inten- 
tion . . . He Who comes as our Judge is also 
our Redeemer.” “Therefore are Christians 
under constraint to declare this hope of the 
world, until the consummation of the Kingdom 
and the Coming of the King.” 


(Your correspondent was informed that Dr. Billy 
Graham is a member of the World Council Com- 
mittee on Evangelism and would have been a speak- 
er at the Second Assembly on this theme except 
for his sickness). 


From the report on Faith and Order the testi- 
mony is that the one life of the Church is derived 
from the whole Person and Work of Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and Lord—in His Incarnation—in His 
words and works—in His calling men and appoint- 
ing a ministry—in His passion and death—in His 
resurrection, ascension and heavenly reign—‘and in 
His promise to come again as the triumphant and 
glorious King.” —Reported by W.C.R. 





The Responsible Society 
In A World Perspective 


The report of Section III treating of this mat- 
ter was given to the World Council on Friday, 
August 27th and discussed then and the day follow- 
ing. T'wo improvements on the report made at Am- 
sterdam in 1948 may be noted. On the political and 
economic side there was a much more favorable 
treatment of capitalism. The Chicago Daily Trib- 
une remarked: 


The report resembled the 1952 platform of the 
Republican party more than the report on social 
questions adopted by the W. C. C. at its first 
assembly in Amsterdam and was a sur- 
prisingly orthodox report . . . which condemn- 
ed totalitarianism, warned against the danger 
of uniting political and economic power in an 
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all-controlling 
enterprise. 


state, and commended private 


The other matter is one that a minister might notice 
more quickly than a daily newspaper. This is the 
challenge by New Testament thinking to the hu- 
manistic point of view. There are sentences in the 
report which still read like paragraphs from text 
books in sociology and economics. But a determined 
effort was made, with some success, to get the 
Church to speak like the Church, that is from the 
Word of God. The opening paragraph grounds 
social responsibility in the mighty acts of God who 
is revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. The closing 
paragraphs have the testimony of His death and 
resurrection from First Corinthians fifteen as the 
basis of hope and Christ’s Lordship in earth and 
heaven as the basis of the call to responsible action 
in society. 


Your correspondent made an earnest effort to get 
the definition of ‘‘a responsible society” modified in 
this same direction. The report defines a responsible 
society as one “where freedom is the freedom of men 
who acknowledge responsibility to justice and pub- 
lic order and where those who hold political au- 
thority or economic power are responsible to God 
and to the people whose welfare is affected by it.” 


It was pointed out that this statement makes the 
citizen responsible to impersonal justice rather than 
to God Who made man in His own image and 
holds him responsible to HIMSELF. Further it 
makes the individual responsible to public order 
which may become totalitarian. Then it was shown 
that the Apostle in Ephesians 5 and 6 makes the 
wife and the husband, the child and the father, the 
servant and the master each severally responsible 
to the Lord or to Christ. Accordingly it was moved 
that the statement be changed to read: 


The freedom of men who acknowledge responsi- 
bility to God for justice and public order. 


At the time, however, the Assembly was disposed 
only to follow its Commission on Section III and 
that group through its Chairman Mr. Patijn was 
unwilling to change the wording of Amsterdam. 
Here, at least, so it seemed to the reporter, the tra- 
ditions of Amsterdam were given precedence over 


the Word of God. —Reported by W.C.R. 





“Error, indeed, is never set forth in its naked 
deformity, lest, being thus exposed, it should at once 
be detected. But it is craftily decked out in an at- 
tractive dress, so as, by its outward form, to make 
it appear to the inexperienced more true than the 
truth itself. 


“A clever imitation in glass casts contempt on 
emerald unless it comes under the eye of one able 
to test and expose the counterfeit. What inexperi- 
enced person can detect the presence of brass when 
it has been mixed with silver?” 


—From Irenaeus, Against Heresies. 
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The Rise Of An 


Evangelist-Statesman 


(The following article which is to be found in 
the September issue of INTELLIGENCE DIGEST is of 
far more than passing importance. 


The hope of the world is to be found in a re- 
turn to an uncompromised Christian message, based 
on the authority of the Scriptures. 


The present meetings of Billy Graham in Nash- 
ville are a renewed evidence that people need to 
hear—and are willing to hear—the simple Gospel, 
simply preached. How else can one explain an aver- 
age of over 20,000 attending night after night as 
they are doing in Nashville. 


One prominent Nashville business man has said: 
“I never dreamed that this complacent and self- 
satisfied city could be so deeply and generally stir- 
red. God is working here.”—H.B.D.) 


Billy Graham plans to re-visit Britain, France, 
and Germany in 1955. This project has important 
support. Full details will be given in /ntelligence 
Digest Supplement at a later date. 


Dr. Graham is now a world figure and occupies 
a unique position. He is loved by President Eisen- 
hower, admired by Sir Winston Churchill (who 
took a great liking to him), and feared by the Soviet 
Union and its agencies. He is not much liked by 
the Socialists, and is not exactly loved by the late 
Bishop of Birmingham’s theological school. 


Statesmanlike Qualities 


Dr. Graham has become more than an evangelist. 
His preaching—being dogmatic—has involved him 
in world affairs for the simple reason that dogmatic 
Biblical teaching bears upon politics. He is, there- 
fore, willy-nilly, involved in world politics by rea- 
son of his theology. His book, Peace With God, 
(which is well worth reading) underlines this. He 
clearly believes in evangelical statesmanship; and 
himself possesses many statesmanlike qualities of a 
high order. 


A Clear Challenge 


His next Ex 
c-rtical than his recent one; because world trends 





1ropean campaign will be far more 
are shaping fast, and he is now accepted as a world 
figure. He stands for the supernatural concept of 
world affairs, from the family to the state. He can- 
not make such a stand without clashing head on 
with the materialistic concept. This clash is sharp 
and clear, and he will find that it develops some- 
what rapidly. 


Dr. Graham challenges the materialistic concept 
of foreign policies, just as he challenges the ma- 
terialistic outlook on social, racial, and all other 
human relationships. He challenges them armed 
with what has proved to be an immense popular 
appeal and powerful natural gifts. 
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No Compromise 


He preaches that the individual should put his 
soul before his body, and that a nation should put 
God’s laws before political expediency or fear of 
war. He sees in Communism a manifestation of 
anti-Christ, and is therefore convinced that opposi- 
tion to it has Divine sanction. He says that God 
will have the final word, and that man neither 
should compromise nor needs to compromise with 
what God has declared that He will destroy. 


He distinctly preaches that there will be Divine 
intervention in world affairs. 


To him, compromise with atheistic Communism 
is wrong, sinful, and therefore not only unneces- 
sary, but far more dangerous than the H-bomb. 
Once accepted, this conviction naturally alters a 
man’s whole outlook on foreign policy, just as 
Billy Graham’s preaching alters a man’s whole out- 
look on social relationships whether in the factory 
or the home. 


A Dogmatic Proclamation 


While all the Conservative politicians have found 
great difficulty in selling their ideas to the western 
masses, Billy Graham is putting over his convictions 
with increasing and astonishing success. 


Some observers explain this by saying that the 
politicians fail to produce any authority for their 
ideas, whereas Billy Graham relates his social and 
political convictions to a dogmatic proclamation of 
Biblical authority, which offers a man inward peace 
and belief in an eventual Divine overruling of this 
present world’s affairs. 


One can see at once how such a dogma, pro- 
claimed in a spiritual vacuum by a man of great 
natural gifts, can affect opinion on a major scale. 


Evangelism And Politics 


Many older Christian believers are somewhat 
alarmed at this conjunction of evangelism and 
world politics. But Billy Graham, believing the 
whole Bible and its presentation with deep con- 
viction, cannot escape from preaching its clear po- 
litical implications. The evangelist-statesmen with 
great popular appeal is new to many people. 


Inasmuch as total dogmatism is the secret of his 
success, he cannot be shorn of it without destroying 
his power. This is very puzzling, and even disturb- 
ing, to many people who were brought up to be- 
lieve that dogmatism was outmoded and that re- 
ligion and world politics were, somehow or other, 
entirely separate things. Yet, if one thinks for a 
moment, it becomes clear enough that if religion is 
of any significance at all it must, ipso facto, be a 
decisive factor in world politics. 


Billy Graham sees this, and he is therefore up to 
the neck in world politics, and will remain so, It 
remains to be seen how some of his earlier sup- 
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porters will react when they realise exactly what 
they have let loose. 


A Man Who Stands 
Almost Alone 


Some observers think that he is one of only two 
or three living men with the natural gifts to awak- 
en popular opinion to a sense of destiny and con- 
viction; one of only a few men who can smash 
through class and race conflicts and give the masses 
the courage which the world situation requires of 
them. 


He has very deeply impressed responsible opin- 
ion that, in his special field, he stands almost alone 
as the man able to fire great masses of hitherto inert 
people. 


Billy Graham himself would deny possessing any 
special natural gifts; he would explain his position 
as a solely supernatural occurrence. He believes that 
if one is faithful to a clearly stated dogma, then 
God confers authority, and results follow. He is 
wholly convinced of this. 


A Rising World Figure 


Events suggest that he is an important and rising 
world figure who challenges the whole materialistic 
concept. The opposition will, therefore, fight him 
tooth and nail. He may prove to be the symbol of 
a choice on the part of millions. The essentially 
important point is that the choice is not between 
following Billy Graham or opposing him. It is be- 


tween accepting the supernaturalistic concept anc 
then going into the Church of one’s upbringing o 
choice, and materialism. It is this factor which, na 


turally, endears Billy 
leaders. 


Churcl 


Graham to many 


One may refuse to accept his dogma, but one 
cannot refuse to accept the fact that it attracts 
more millions of people to hear it repeated over and 
over again, than any living politician or entertainer 
can attract to any political platform or to any form 
of modern escapism. It is this fact which must, and 
does, arrest the attention of observers. 


A Possibly Decisive Influence 


This Service believes that its subscribers will be 
repaid by carefully following what is happening. 
Dr. Graham’s growing influence is likely to have a 
widespread effect on policy over a wide field. 


If, for example, he conducts another big mission 
in Britain in 1955, and if this should coincide with 
great debates on foreign policy and preparations 
for an election, his dogma may decisively sway pub- 
lic opinion, 


He may well have a profound influence over the 
masses in Germany, where he met with a bigger 
response than anywhere else during his whole career 
—not excluding Britain: In France, where the 
response of a somewhat limited circle was deeply 
impressive, it is possible that he could kindle a new 
spirit of revival. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 26 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Living Witnesses 


Background Scripture: Matthew 5:13-16; 
John 1:40-42a; Acts 4:13-20; 8:4-8, 26-40; 
II Corinthians 5:11-20; I Peter 3:13-16. 
Devotional Reading: Romans 10:4-15. 


Many centuries before Christ came Isaiah the prophet had exclaimed, How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things, and Paul quotes this verse in our 
Devotional Reading in reference to the preaching of the gospel. 


We have a wonderful Gospel to preach. In the first part of the Epistle to the Romans Paul lays down 
the great principles which underlie the Gospel; Man’s sinful and lost condition; the Atonement through 


Christ; Salvation by Grace through Faith in this 
Saviour. In the first part of this chapter—chapter 
ten—he is speaking of the difference between salva- 
tion by the righteousness of the Law, and salvation 
by the righteousness of Faith. The Law says, Do 
and Live: the Gospel says, Believe, and Live. The 
work of Christ is a finished work; we do not have 
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to ascend to heaven to bring a Saviour down, or 
descend into the deep, to bring Him up from the 
dead; He has come; He has died; He has risen 
again from the dead. The only thing for us to do 
is to confess Him to be Lord, and to believe in our 
hearts that He arose from the dead. 
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This salvation is free to all men. Here we have 


one of the ‘“‘Whosoevers” of the Gospel ; whosoever 


believeth shall not be ashamed (Isaiah 28:16), and 


whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. But, in order to call, they must 
believe; in order to believe, they must hear, and in 
order to hear, they must have a preacher; and the 
preacher must be sent. 


We, His followers, have been sent. When Jesus 
left His disciples he gave them the command: Go 
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He also said, Ye are my witnesses. We, 
then, are His Living Witnesses—Living Epistles 
sent men and women, who are to take the gospel to 
all the world. 


We grow as Christians in proportion to our faith 
ful obedience to this command. A church which 
refuses to be a missionary church will die, and a 
Christian who refuses to assume in some way, and 
in some degree, his obligation to be a Living Wit 
ness, will never grow into a strong, Christ-like 
Christian. The more faithful we are in our obedi 
ence to this command the more rapidly we will 
row. 


I. Salt and Light 
Matthew 5:13-16. 


Silent Witnesses: 


We do not necessarily have to talk to be Living 
Witnesses for Christ: salt and light have no words 
to express their value in the world, but all of us 
realize what a tremendous part they play in the 
lives of men. Salt preserves and gives flavor to out 
food. Light enables us to see the world in all its 
beauty. To live without these two things would 
take away a great deal from the happiness of men, 
if indeed, they could live at all. 


it must have its saltness; 
and we must let the light shine, and not cover it up. 
Both are 


sion. 


Salt must be real salt: 


valueless unless they perform their mis 


We. as Christians, must be like these two things. 
Salt and light are powerful in their place. The 
good life will be a powerful 

testimony to Christ. Men will see our good works 
and glorify God. That is our business; 


silent witness of 


to glorify 
Him. Are we good, living witnesses in a dark and 
dissolute world? 


I]. Finding Our Brother: 
Witnessing in the Home: 


John 1 :40-42a. 


Andrew will always be known as the man who 
found his brother and brought him to Jesus. Andrew 
was not the leader that Simon Peter became. Our 
brother may become a much greater man than we 
can ever hope to be. The man who led D. L. Moody 
to Christ never became the great evangelist that 


Moody was. 


The first ones we should think of when we have 
found the Saviour. are our loved ones in the home, 
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members of our own family circle. This should be 
natural, but sometimes it seems to be harder than 
speaking to strangers. The word, “brother,” has 
1 much wider application, for we should think of 
all men as “brothers” in a certain sense There is 
a brother whom save, and we 
the opportunity of speaking to him 


someone should 
should welcon { 
about Jesus. 


Il. “We ( but Speak the Things 
Which we have Seen and Heard”: 
Acts 4:20. 


Peter and John had been boldly preaching Christ. 
The rulers of the Jews, especially the Sadducees, 
were disturbed, for they were preaching the Resur- 
these two apostles in their midst, 
with the Holy Spirit, proclaimed 
the Gospel to them. They were astonished at the 
boldness of these two men, for they 


rection. They set 


and Peter, filled 


were un- 

’. that is, they had never been 
to the Jewish Rabbis for instruction. They took 
knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. 
had sat at the feet, not of a 
greater; the Greatest Teacher 
the world ever knew. In addition to this, they had 
been filled with the Holy Spirit and changed from 

men to heroes who could stand 
and hardship. What finer preparation 
could a person have than this? Would that all of 
us who have spent four years in College, and three 
or four in the Seminary could have the fitness that 
Peter and John ha 


learned and ignorant 


) 


For three vears they 


. . 1 
Gamaliel, Dut a Tar 


weak and cowardly 


persecution 


1 as they stood before these rulers. 


When they were commanded not to speak or 
teach, they answered in the words above; We cannot 
but speak the things we have seen and heard. The 
Christian who has really “seen and heard,” has a 
Living Message. If we have had a personal experi- 
ence of the saving power and grace of God we can 
tell others. Paul had such an experience, and never 
tired of relating the story of his Conversion. This 
kind of testimony is worth far more than any other 
In the court room, 


the Saviour. We 


words are needed 


ind also in our witnessing for 
must not keep silent when our 
to tell others of what God has 
ils We must not be ashamed to speak 
Him when that word is needed. 


done Tor our s¢ 


a good word f 


Are we ever ash 


med? Do we ever keep silent when 


we should speak 


I] ° Prea hin 
Acts 8:4-8. 


verywhere: 


Persecution scattered the Christians who were in 
Jerusalem, but it was like scattering fire-brands, for 
these Christians went everywhere preaching (liter- 
ally, “talking’”’) the Word. This was not the formal 
preaching of the gospel, but the personal testimony 
of one person to another, as they came in contact 
with one another. They just told everyone they 
met about the good news of a Risen Saviour, and 
of Salvation in His name. If a bad accident, or 
terrible disaster, occurs in a community it does not 
take long for the news to spread. So, this piece of 
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good news spread rapidly, for they that were scat- 
tered abroad went everywhere preaching the Gos- 
pel. The greatest event that ever took place was the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. These Chris- 
tians could not help but spread this good news. 


Among these scatteted Christians was the deacon 
Philip, who went down to the city of Samaria and 
preached Christ to these people. They were like a 
connecting link between Jew and Gentile, being a 
mixed race. They gave heed with one accord to the 
message, many became Christians, and there was 
great joy in that city. This is always the case where 
there is a genuine revival. 


V. Preaching to One Man: 
Acts 8 :26-40. 


God’s ways are not our ways. Philip had started 
a great work at Samaria, and it was growing so that 
the church in Jerusalem took knowledge of it and 
sent Peter and John down there. Then, all of a 
sudden, it seems, God calls Philip to leave and go 
down to the desert country. I suppose that Philip 
wondered why he was called to leave Samaria and 
go down there. One of the translations says, God 
said to Philip, Get up and go; and Philip got up 
and went. Here is a fine example of the implicit 
obedience of true faith. We soon see why God did 
this. Philip meets the Ethiopian who was returning 
from Jerusalem, preaches Christ to him, and he is 
converted, and goes on to his own country rejoicing. 
This, no doubt, led to the conversion of others in 
that country. God’s ways are always better than 
ours; it pays to listen and obey. 
VI. “Ambassadors for Christ’: 
II Corinthians 5:11-20 


A man considers it a great honor to be an am- 
bassador; to represent the United States in some 


foreign country. Paul takes up this thought and 
applies it to us as the representatives of Christ in 
the world; a “Foreign Land,” for we are strangers 
and pilgrims here; heaven is not native; heaven is 
our home. 


Our motive, our constraining force, is Love; for 
the love of Christ constraineth us. He died for us. 
The least we can do is to live, not unto ourselves, 
but unto Him Who died and rose again. This be- 
comes our consuming passion; old things pass away, 
all things become new. The Christian is a “New 
Creation.”” He is now sent into the world to repre- 
sent His Saviour, to be His ambassador with a mes- 
sage of reconciliation. The world is in rebellion 
against God. We are to beseech men to be recon- 
ciled to God. We are to preach both the terror and 
the mercy of God. 


He hath made Him to be sin for us Who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him. What a message for a world of sin- 
ners! What an honor to be chosen to take this 
message to erring men! 


VII. Ready to Suffer: 
I Peter 3:13-16. 


A witness does not always have an easy time. The 
early Christians were severely persecuted. They had 
to suffer for righteousness’ sake. Nearly all the apos- 
tles were martyrs. They were falsely accused; they 
were brought before civil and religious courts for 
trial; they were imprisoned and put to death. 


They were ready to give an answer—to bear 
witness—to the truth. One of the best illustrations 
of this is found in the life of Paul. Are we ready 
to suffer for Christ? 





YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 26 


REV; B. HOYT EVANS 





Know Your Preacher 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “Heralds Of Christ, Who Bear The 
King’s Commands” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Colossians 1 :21-29 

Hymn: “I Love To Tell The Story” 

Offering 

Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


One of the best ways of achieving this objective 
of knowing your preacher would be to ask your 
minister to speak to the young people on his voca- 
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tion. Inform the young people beforehand as to the 
nature of the program, and let them be prepared to 
ask questions concerning the work of the ministry. 


Once a little boy observed the minister going 
from house to house making pastoral visits, and as 
the minister approached his own house he said, 
“Don’t you ever work?” There may be some older 
people who are just as ignorant of the responsibili- 
ties of the minister as that little boy. I am sure that 
all of us have a better understanding of the minis- 
try, but perhaps even we have not realized fully all 
the different phases of the minister’s work The 
Bible has a number of terms or names for ministers, 
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aw! 


ind each of these names tells us something different 
ibout the work that is required. Our speakers will 
liscuss some of these Biblical terms as they apply 
to the ministry in modern times. 


First Speaker: 


The man who is chosen as the spiritual leader of 
our church we call a pastor. This is a Biblical word 
which means shepherd. The pastor is the shepherd 
»f God’s people in a spiritual sense. God in Christ 
is our true shepherd as is so clearly taught in the 
tenth chapter of John, but our pastors are the men 
whom God has chosen to be His under shepherds. 
The twenty-third Psalm describes some of the ways 
God works as our shepherd. The pastors of our 
churches are responsible for leading God’s people 
in these same ways. 


When we speak of the pastoral work of the min- 
ister in these days, we are usually referring to his 
personal guidance of the people. The minister is 
doing the work of the pastor as he visits in the 
homes of the people, as he seeks to comfort those 
who experience sickness and sorrow, as he comes 
to the aid of those who have trouble, as he tries to 
lend courage and strength to those who are weak, 
and as he counsels with the people at all times and 
in all occasions. 


Second Spe aker: 


Another popular Biblical name for the minister 
is “preacher.” There are several words in the orig- 
inal languages of Scripture which are translated 
“preacher.’’ Most of them have to do with the proc- 
lamation of the good news about Christ and the 
salvation which He imparts. This name implies 
that the preacher is charged with the responsibility 
of proclaiming faithfully and consistently an evan- 
gelistic message. One of the Greek words which our 
Bible translates ‘“‘preacher’” could be more accu- 
rately translated “evangelist.” 

A duty of the preacher which is very closely re- 
lated to his work of evangelism is that of teaching. 
We usually combine the teaching and evangelistic 
responsibilities under the one name of “preacher.” 
The preacher has as his duty to teach the people the 
Word of God which reveals God’s will for their 
lives and their living. 


For a man to be an acceptable preacher requires 
a great deal of study. It means not only that a man 
must have completed four years of college and three 
years of seminary, but he must continue to be dili- 
gent in study week by week if he is rightly to “divide 
the word of truth.”’ Our ministers spend much time 
in prayer and preparation for the sermons they 
preach and the studies they lead. Many people may 
not be aware of the great amount of time the 
preacher spends in study, but if he failed to do it, 
they would certainly be able to discern the deficiency 
in his sermons. 


Third Speake re 
Two names for ministers which are quite Biblical 
but which are not so widely used by us are “pres- 
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byter” (elder) and “bishop.” The presbyter or 
elder, is a man of spiritual maturity who is ordained 
to serve as a leader and example to the people. The 
name “bishop” is given to the same office, but has 
reference to the officer’s authority and responsibil- 
ity for being the overseer of the church. The Greek 
word which we translate “bishop” means overseer. 
Of course, we have two classes of elders or bishops, 
ruling elders and teaching elders. Teaching elders 
are our preachers or ministers. They have no more 
authority than ruling elders, but they have the 
added responsibility of preaching and teaching. 


The minister’s work as elder and overseer in- 
volves his knowing about the whole program of the 
church, both the local church and the entire de- 
nomination. He must be ready to guide in all phases 
of the church work: Sunday school, youth work, 
men’s work, Bible schools, and special studies. It 
means that he must do his part in the work of pres- 
bytery, synod, and General Assembly. It involves 
helping to make and carry out policies at all levels 
in the program of the church. 


Fourth Speaker: 


The word which we have been using as the basic 
designation of this person is the name “minister.” 
Among Presbyterians this seems to be the most 
popular title for our spiritual leaders. What does it 
mean? It means “servant.” The minister is the 
servant of God and of Christ because he has re- 
ceived salvation from God through Christ, and in 
gratitude he has offered his life to God “a living 
sacrifice” which is his “reasonable service.” The 
minister is the servant of the Word of God because 
he has dedicated himself to live by it and to pro- 
claim it. He is the servant of the church because 
the church is the body which Christ has established 
through which service to Him may be rendered. 
The minister is the servant of the people in the 
particular church of which he is minister because 
Christ has made it clear (Matt. 25:40) that the 
way to serve Him is to serve other people in His 
name. The other names for the minister have to do 
with the different phases of his work, but the name 
“minister” seems richest of all because it describes 
the fundamental nature of the work and the rela- 
tion of it to the Lord. 
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Women’s Work 


“PARCELS FOR 





PEACE” 
By Nancy Lawrence 


Building life, friendship and lasting world peace. 
This is the task to which Americ 
World 


The day is set aside each vear for 


church women 
Community Day. 
study of methods 


dedicate themsels es on 


of promoting Wol ld 


1 peace, and Ss an expression OT 
their concern for sharing the material blessings of 


America’s good life with the needy of the world. 


November 5. women in 
thousands of communities across the nation will 


This year on Frida 


bring their gifts of clothing for young children, 
household supplies, blankets and special offerings 
to be sent abroad to the 


all parts of the world 


homeless and destitute in 


Peace, 


Bearing the significant label ‘‘Parcels for | 
their lovingly packed cartons will go to Korea, Tri 
este, India, Pakistan, the Near East, Hong Kong, 


Germany, Greece and many other areas 


World Community Day—traditionall 
on the first Friday in November—is sponsored by 
United Church Women, a gene! il department ot 
the National Council of Churches, and by its hun 
dreds of affiliated state and local councils. 
eleven years since the founding of the 


opsery ed 


In the 
observance, 
church women have contributed offerings totaling 
nearly two million dollars. Last year the amount 
given came to $99,000 and 316,000 pounds of vital 
ly needed clothing. 

this vear is “Let the Chil- 
dren Come to Me,” it has been announced. by the 
1954 chairman, Mrs. H. H. Kodani, of Pacific 
Palisades, California. Mrs. Kodani urged women to 


put special emphasis on collecting clothing for chil- 


The special theme for 


dren from one to six vears of age and warm blankets 
to meet the needs of the thousands of refugees 


whose homes are unheated. 


In addition to their material gifts the women will 
again bring special offerings for relief. A part of 
the money given this vear will go to Church World 
Service another department of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, to finance the sending oT | ‘ <4 

On t 
world market each American dollar donated results 
in 20 dollars worth of th 
overTse€as, 


} 


] ] 1 
government surplus food overseas he present 


} 11° } 
voods delivered to 1e needy 


Some of the funds will also go to finance the 
work of Miss Margaret Jaboor, the Chief Re- 
settlement Officer working with the 
World Council of Churches in Geney 


oftice of the 
Switzer 
land. Through her office are processed the necessary 
papers for the thousands of refugees coming into 
the United States under the 195 Relief 
Act. The offering also supports the church women’s 
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THIS SIMPLE PLAN SOLVES 
A GIVING PROBLEM 


This f 


throug 


hooklet gives the 
IOOKICL mAVES rit 


ree simple plan of how, 
h your gift to Church Extension, you can 
generous and assured income 
Your gift 
annuity for you and, depending on your 


] +17 a 
aiSo recelve a Sate, 


for life—beginning now. purchases a 
regular 
age, you may receive up to 7% on your investment 
semi-annually regardless of prevailing business 
conditions. The principal later goes to the spread- 


ing of Christianity throughout the South. People 


of all ages with large o1 —_— 
small incomes may enjoy | ee 
hie nis r >1T1l want 
this plan. You’11 want Pein ae a i 
more details. et ee | 
i 
WRITE TODAY ken ff 


FOR 
| 
FREE BOOKLET / 





“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for | ~™emy, = 
« Cana 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” | OO thats 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Dept. A-3, Atlanta, Georgia 





own official observer at the United Nations and 
their Christian Woman’s Action Program for Peace. 

Confident that the United Nations is one of the 
lin rT wi rid peace today ’ 
the women will again concentrate upon learning 
more about its work. As the third part of their three- 
part program of prayer, action and study, they will 
devote themselves to the study of the World Health 
Organization, a specialized U. N. agency. Study 
teams and neighborhood meetings will be organized 


best instruments for bul 


Many communities plan special radio and television 
programs and special dramatic skits dealing with 
the humanitarian work of WHO. 

What the aid made possible by World Commun- 
ity Day means to its recipients is told in a letter of 
appreciation received recently. The letter states in 
part “The hundreds of thousands of pounds of ex- 
cellent material have brought comfort and help to 
thousands of families Nevertheless perhaps the 
greatest service is the message of love and concern 


] 


which your gifts convey to people overseas. You are 


building for peace.” 

Mrs. Kodani, in announcing plans for the Day, 
pointed out that it is “far more than just a day. It 
striving for justice, and free- 
, a keeping open the pathway for 
peace, that Christ may walk therein and the world 
mav follow in His footsteps.” 


is a daily vear-round 
lom for al 


| men, a 
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Church News 


Vontreat In 1955 





Montreat — With the summer conference sea- 
son at Montreat officially ended, Mountain Retreat 
Association leaders are formulating plans for the 
1955 program. 


Conferences scheduled for next year are as fol- 
lows: Young Adults, June 20-24; Educational As- 
sociation, June 21-27; Women’s Advisory Coun- 
cil, June 23-28; Women’s Training School, June 
29-July 6. 


Directors of Christian Education, July 7-12; 
Superintendent's Conference, July 8-10; Children’s 
Work Council (delegated council), July 7-11; 
Leadership School, July 12-21; Young People’s 
Conference, July 21-28; Music Conference, July 
21-28; World Missions Conference, July 28- 
Aug. 3. 


Church Extension Conference, Aug. 4-11; Stated 
Clerks’ Association, Aug. 16-17; Ministers’ Wives’ 
Forum, Aug. 16-18; Bible Conference, Aug. 11-21. 





R. Leon Hall Is Appointed Business 
Instructor At Montreat College 


Montreat — R. Leon Hall, formerly an assis- 
tant professor at Presbyterian College, has been 
named business instructor at Montreat College. 


A native of Georgia, Hall will teach shorthand, 
typing, accounting, business mathematics and eco- 
nomics at Montreat. 


He is a graduate of Emory University, Atlanta, 
Ga., and has taught at Middle Georgia College, 
Hall School of Commerce, University of Georgia, 
Georgia Institute of Technology and Presbyterian 
College. 


Hall will assume his duties with the opening of 
the fall term. 





Fountain Inn, S. C. 
August 29, 1954. 


On August 29th, 1954, the session of the Foun- 
tian Inn Presbyterian Church, Fountain Inn, S. C., 
unanimously adopted the following resolutions: 


WHEREAS, the session of the Fountain Inn 
Presbyterian Church, desiring to make known its 
attitude toward the proposed union of the Pres- 
yyterian Church U. S., the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A., and the Presbyterian Church of North 
America, and its attitude toward racial 
tion, and 


segrega- 


WHEREAS, it is the belief of the Elders that 


this proposed union means our church would be 
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Are you satisfied 
with your Will? 


Kav you omitted something, or someone? 


Is there one bequest you intended to make .. . 
but didn’t? 


Do you think you should leave a part of your 
possessions to further the cause of the Master? 


By including the Board of World Missions in 
your will, you can provide for the continuous 
advancement of Christianity throughout the 
world. Many such bequests have been re 
ceived by our Board and invested in the work 
of Foreign Missions. 


In drawing or revising your will, consult a 
good lawyer. We will be glad to supply any 
information desired as to the form of bequest 
or the use of your legacy. Address 


Boarp ov Wouap Misaioxs 
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absorbed, thus losing its identity, and would be a 
step toward an Ecumenical Church with emphasis 
upon bigness and Ecclesiastical Bureaucracy which 
would not necessarily result in more effective wit- 
ness, but which might be a hindrance thereto. The 
one church of the dark ages bears witness to this 
possibility, and 


WHEREAS, the pronouncements of the General 
Assembly, on the subject of racial segregation, has 
not spoken the true sentiment of the church at large, 
but has violated the traditions of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church and has injected an_ issue 
which seriously threatens the peace and purity of 


the church, and 


WHEREAS, the session believes that God had 
a purpose in making the races distinct, some black 
and some white, and that each race can serve Him 
better by remaining true to and working through 
its own racial groups; that attempts to mix the 
Negro and white races could and probably would, 
lead to serious consequences thus threatening the 
peace of the church. 


Therefore Be It Resolved: 


1. That the session of the Fountain Inn Presby- 
terian Church does hereby declare that it is defi- 
nitely opposed to the proposed union, 


II. That this church will not follow the advice 
of the Assembly urging nonsegregation, but will 
maintain its policy and practice of distinct separa- 
tion of the races. 


These resolutions to be published in the church 
bulletin for the information and guidance of the 
members of the church. 


Joseph S. Jones, Moderator, 


Dr. J. A. Thomason, Clerk. 


1 BOOKS 


A CuHrRIsTIAN AppRoACH To PHILOSOPHY. 
Warren C. Young. Van Kampen Press. Price $4.00. 





This book gives a clear and concise view of mod- 
ern philosophical concepts in the light of the Bible. 
The author compels Christians to create a new in- 
terest in the world of philosophy and not leave it 
to secular interpreters. We recommend this volume 
to assist in combatting the increase of materialism 
and atheistic philosophical views found particularly 
among college students who have not been able to 
resist the specious teachings found in many colleges 
and universities. This book could be used profitably 
for college and Bible institutes on the elementary 
to junior year level. 
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TweELve STRIKING SERMONS. Charles Haddor 
Spurgeon. Zondervan Publishing House. Price 
$2.50. 

In a sense all of Spurgeon’s sermons were strik 
ing. Some were more striking than others. In this 
volume twelve of his best messages are included. 
They are sermons so striking that they have left an 
imperishable imprint in the charts and lives of all 
those touched by them. If you are an alert Christian 
seeking to serve Christ in a constantly more effec- 
tive way then you will want to join thousands of 
Spurgeon enthusiasts by reading these “Twelve 
Striking Sermons.” 


Giants Or Tue Missionary Trait. Eugene 
Myers Harrison. Scripture Press. Price $2.50. 


Outwardly the men portrayed in this volume 
were of ordinary stature and appearance, but they 
are giants of faith, perseverance, and courage. They 
blazed trails into cannibal country, penetrated jun- 
gles that almost defied human efforts, navigated in- 
fested streams and rivers and in so doing opened 
the way for later missionaries who never knew by 
experience what their predecessors suffered and the 
obstacles they overcame to reach men for Christ. 
When you have read these biographies you will 
thank God instinctively for such giants of the mis- 
sionary trail. 





Tue Gospet InN Ezexiet. Thomas Guthrie. 
Zondervan Publishing House. Price $2.95. 


Dr. Guthrie was one of the most eloquent of 
the Scottish preachers. He wrote prolifically in his 
day and several of his volumes have become classics. 
“The Gospel in Ezekiel” is a republication and we 
predict it will be happily received by all who do 
not have this work in their libraries. The prophecy 
of Ezekiel is admittedly one of the most difficult 
books of the Old Testament to interpret. Dr. Guth- 
rie throws much light upon this prophetic book in 
this volume. 


Tue Devicuts Or Lire. V. Raymond Edman. 
Van Kampen Press. Price $2.00. 


The Delights of Life is a study of some of the 
promises of blessing, the beatitudes, scattered both 
throughout Old Testament and New, and always 
pointing to the truth that true happiness is a mat- 
ter of heart-attitude and not a full purse and many 
possessions. Dr. Edman holds that is the gift of 
God not of mammon. All who have read Dr. Ed- 
man’s former books will find The Delights of Life 
to be a genuine delight. 





PINKING SHEARS 
Only $1.95 pestpaid. Chromium plated, preei- 
siem made. Manufacturer's Christmas everstoek. 
Guaranteed $7.95 value or money refunded. 
Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 1704 West 
Farwell Avenue, Chicago 26, Illinois. 
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THe Treasury Or R. A. Torrey. Introduction 
wy George T. B. Davis. Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany. Price $2.50. 


Dr. Torrey was a wonderful combination of 
evangelist and Bible teacher. His style was always 
clear and pungent. He wrote a great deal and what 
he wrote is still worth reading. 


The editors of this volume have painstakingly 
searched through Dr. Torrey’s books in order to 
nclude what is best and most representative of his 
writings. Much of this material is from works long 
out of print and therefore has been unavailable to 
the Christian reading public over a period of many 
vears. Dr, Torrey excels in his ability to make the 
way of salvation plain. The mesasges in this volume 
illustrate this fact. 


SERMON QOvutTLineEs. Charles Simeon and Others. 
Baker Book House. Price $6.95. 


This is a volume of outlines, skeletons and 
sketches of sermons which is unique in its complete- 
ness. It was originally published under the title, 
“Theological Sketch Book.” It is designed to cover 
in systematic fashion the entire field of Scriptural 
truth. Each outline is sufficiently complete and ex- 
tended to form the basis for a well-rounded Gospel 
message for the worship service and prayer meet- 
ings. The sources of these outlines is their highest 
recommendation of trustworthiness and usefulness. 
The selections for this volume have been taken 
chiefly from Charles Simeon’s “Horae Homileticae.” 
Likewise included are choice selections from the 
works of such well-known and respected pulpit 
masters as Isaac Watts and John Tillotson. The 
material found in these 518 pages could be of real 
stimulation to any gospel preacher. 


Devorions AND Prayers Or JOHN CALVIN. 
Baker Book House. Price $1.00. 


John Calvin was admittedly a great theologian 
but he was also equally great in prayer. The system 
of Christian Doctrine which bears his name has 
ever been the mother of devotion. 


1 Tohn Calvin, however, received 


The prayers 
little attention as compared with the fame which 
crowns his theological writings. Frequently Calvin 
prefaced his prayers before his lectures with this 
petition “May the Lord grant that we may engage 
in contemplating the mysteries of His heavenly 
wisdom with really increasing devotion to His glory 
and to our edification.” 


This particular volume gives a brief selection 
from one of the minor prophets and a crisp comment 
on it by Calvin followed by an appropriate prayer. 
We recommend this little volume as a gem of devo- 
tional literature. 
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For The CHurcH EXTENSION SEASON 
September 27 - October 24, 1954 
Read 


OUR CITIES 
‘ai FOR CHRIST 
B 
Thomas W. Currie 
\ ; 














Presbyterian Reading Book to supplement the Inter- 
denominational Study Book 


‘“‘Man And God In The City” 


Mrs. H. C. Bleckschmidt, former Chairman of the Wo- 
men’s Advisory Council, writes: “Our Cities For Christ 
is an excellent denominational manual on the inter- 
denominational study theme ‘The City.’ It brings a 
thought-provoking challenge of opportunities and of ac- 
complishments to stimulate us to answer the Great Com- 
mission and thus to conquer Our Cities For Christ.” 


ORDER FROM 
PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
8 North Sixth St. 1814 Main St. 
Richmond 9, Va. Dallas 1, Tex. 











Tomorrow I’Lt Be Happy. Dorothy C. Haskin. 
Zondervan Publishing House. Price $2.00. 


The author is at present Director of Public Re- 
lations of the International Child Evangelism Fel- 
lowship. She is a prolific Christian writer who has 
an appeal for young people. For a realistic story 
and happy romantic action, “Tomorrow I'll Be 
Happy” will be an unforgettable reading experience. 





Osyect Lessons. Jede Golia. Scripture Press. 
Price $ .75. 

The purpose of this little volume is to teach Bible 
truths with everyday items. The author believes 
that if we teach as Christ taught we too shall use 
object lessons, and easy-to-understand things of 
earth to make clear hard-to-understand things of 
heaven. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Fall session begins 
September 6, 1954. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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A VAST DIFFERENCE 


There is a vast difference between the administration of a Church and the 
disposition of the Church itself. 


We are at a loss to understand why some seem so agitated at the suggestion 
that congregations be permitted to express their wishes with reference to the 
disposition of our Church. Such an opportunity for expression is neither 
“congregationalism,” nor is it “unPresbyterian.” 


The Presbyterian form of government is representative. At meetings of 
Presbytery the congregation is represented by its minister and by an elder 
(or elders), elected by the Session. They are not instructed as to how they 
should vote, nor can they be. 


But, this procedure has to do with the administration of the affairs of the 
Church. 


Our Church now faces an entirely different problem, not one of administra- 
tion but of the disposition of the Church itself. SURELY the congregations 
—the membership of the Church itself—should be consulted before they 
find themselves voted out of existence as a particular church organization! 
The final vote still rests with the ministers (50% of the total votes in the 
Presbytery ), and with the duly elected elders from the various congrega- 
tions, but it is unthinkable that on this vital matter—something which has 
to do with the disposition and very life of the Church itself—those who 
make up the membership of the Church and who pay ¢he Gills should not 
have both the privilege of information and expression of opinion. 


At such a time, and on such an issue, WE CANNOT DO LESS. 


Send For Sample Literature 





THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 








H. B. DENDY, Secy. a WEAVERVILLLE, N.C. 
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